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Press Release
The ADEA 2003 Biennial Meeting on

Improving the Quality of Education comes to a close
Grand Baie, Mauritius, 6 December 2003 – The ADEA Biennial Meeting concluded on 6 December in Grand Baie after four days of work and discussions. Four hundred people from the education milieu came together to focus on the theme of improving the quality of education in sub-Saharan Africa.

The meeting reflected the great deal of experience that has been accumulated in improving educational quality in Africa, from which important lessons can be drawn. The Biennial Meeting also revealed great diversity in the situations of different countries and the need to adapt strategies to the various local contexts.

During the course of the discussions, the importance of evaluations in identifying the factors that underpin successful learning was clearly highlighted. These factors included the support of high-level political leadership for change; support for those involved in implementation, which is crucial to the success of programs; support for teachers, who are at the heart of the process of quality learning; basing teaching on a variety of learning strategies; the role of school directors, a key force in steering change for better educational quality; and the involvement of local communities and civil society.

The participants agreed on the need to continue the thinking process which initiated at Grand Baie and to explore several issues in greater depth: the use of African languages as languages of instruction during the early learning years; the impact of HIV/AIDS on school systems; the key factors that promote effective classroom teaching; and long-term strategies for implementing early childhood development programs.

On the evening before the meeting ended, the Caucus of Ministers met to discuss, inter alia, strategies for implementing the educational sector of NEPAD and for peer review of educational systems and the education of handicapped children. The Ministers also elected the members of the new Bureau of Ministers. Mr.Daniel Ona-Ondo of Gabon was elected Charperson, and L. Steven Obeegadoo of Mauritius Alternate Chair. The other member states on the Bureau are Angola, the Congo, Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Rwanda. 

During the closing session, Ahlin Byll Cataria, President of ADEA, Mr.Daniel Ona-Ondo, and Vice President of ADEA and Chairperson of the Bureau of Ministers, and Steven Obeegadoo, Alternate Chair, expressed their satisfaction with the proceedings and results of the Biennial Meeting. They asked all the participants to support the work that had been initiated and the reinforcement of a culture of educational quality in sub-Saharan Africa. 

About ADEA


ADEA was created in 1988 to foster greater collaboration and coordination between development agencies working in the field of education in Africa. Since then, the ADEA has become an instrument which aims at to reinforcing African ministries’ leadership capacities in their cooperation with funding agencies and to develop a consensus between the ministries and agencies on approaches to the major issues facing education in Africa.

The ADEA’s activities focus around policy dialogue between the various development partners. It also aims at strengthening institutional capacities within Africa through technical skills development, setting up networks for information exchange, and encouraging the sharing of strategies, innovations and successful experiences.
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For further information:

Please consult the ADEA web site: www.adeanet.org
or contact:
- Alcinou Da Costa, Press Relations Officer for the Biennial Meeting 

Phone: +33 (0) 6 09 61 75 27

E-mail: alcinou@wanadoo.fr
- Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, Publications and Communication Officer, ADEA

Phone: +33 (0)145 03 77 69

E-mail: th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
- Pascal Hoba, Communication Consultant 

Tel: +33 (0) 1 45 03 77 68

E-mail: p.hoba@iiep.unesco.org
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