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Press release
6th Biennial Meeting of the ADEA, 
December 3-6, 2003, at Grand Baie, Mauritius

Paris, November 24, 2003 - The Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) will hold its sixth Biennial Meeting at Grand Baie, Mauritius, December 3-6, 2003. The meeting will be attended by some 50 African ministers of education, senior ministry officials, representatives of bilateral and multilateral development cooperation agencies, and experts and researchers in various educational fields – some 350 participants in all.

The opening ceremony will be enhanced by the presence and the remarks of Mr. Anerood Jugnauth, President of the Republic of Mauritius, and of Mr. Amani Toumani Touré, Head of State of Mali, the guests of honor at the largest meeting in the field of educational cooperation in sub-Saharan Africa.

The proceedings of the meeting will be organized around the central theme “The Quest for Quality: Learning from African Experiences”. This theme, which was selected by the ADEA Steering Committee in agreement with African ministers of education, has for over a year now involved African countries, development agencies, the ADEA working groups, regional networks and civil society organizations in a large-scale study aimed at identifying and analyzing successful experiences in order to share them with other countries. Twenty-two individual country case studies and some 30 supporting documents have served as the foundation for the preparation of a summary of African experiences.

The 2003 Biennial Meeting will be a watershed in the dialogue and learning processes aimed at drawing increased attention to and more effectively channeling the efforts of African countries and their partners to tackle the challenges involved in improving educational quality, an indispensable condition for achieving the Education for All targets set at the World Education Forum in Dakar in 2000. It will provide an opportunity for open-minded, critical and informal discussions among peers on all of the parameters that will determine the future of educational quality in Africa: technical and scientific aspects, political and social considerations, costs and funding problems, engineering and implementation methods.

In addition, owing to the magnitude of the AIDS pandemic in Africa and its disastrous impact on education systems, a round-table will be devoted to the links between the pandemic and educational quality, in terms of both impact and prevention.

The 2003 Biennial Meeting will also be marked by the celebration of the 15th anniversary of the Association’s founding and the official launch of the third African Education Journalism Award competition sponsored by the ADEA to recognize the best articles on education published in the African press.

About the ADEA

The ADEA, whose original mandate stems from the recommendations of a 1988 World Bank study, was founded in that year in order to broaden and improve collaboration among the development agencies working in the educational field in Africa. The Association was subsequently transformed into an organization devoted to strengthening the leadership capabilities of African ministries in their cooperation with donors and developing a consensus between ministries and agencies on how best to address the major issues facing education in Africa.

The activities of the ADEA focus on strengthening the policy dialogue among the development partners and on building institutional capacity in Africa through the development of technical expertise, the establishment of networks for information exchange and the sharing of successful strategies, innovations and experiences.

For further information: 

Visit the ADEA Web site: www.adeanet.org
Or contact

- Alcinou Da Costa, press relations consultant for the Biennial Meeting 

Tel.: +33 (0)6 09 61 75 27

E-mail: alcinou@wanadoo.fr
- Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, ADEA Publications and Communication Officer

Tel.: +33 (0)1 45 03 77 69

E-mail: th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
- Pascal Hoba, communication consultant 

Tel.: +33 (0)1 45 03 77 68

E-mail: p.hoba@iiep.unesco.org
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