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ADEA launches the 2004 Akintola Fatoyinbo

Africa Education Journalism Award competition in Mauritius
Grand Baie, Mauritius, December 4, 2003 –ADEA launched the third competition for the Akintola Fatoyinbo Africa Education Journalism Award on Wednesday. The award recognizes the best articles on education in Africa written by African journalists and published in the African press. The 2004 competition was declared open by Lesao Archibald Lehohla, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education of Lesotho, on the occasion of the ADEA Biennial Meeting in Grand Baie, Mauritius. Over 350 people are participating in this major meeting of the African educational cooperation community, which brings together African ministers of education, representatives of bilateral and multilateral cooperation organizations, and experts and academics in various educational fields.
 

The ADEA established the Africa Education Journalism Award in 2001 to promote coverage of education by African media. The purpose of the award is to encourage the press to write articles on education and thus contribute to public debate in African countries.

The award is given to four journalists each year. Prize-winners and their editors-in-chief undertake part in a study trip that consists of seminars on current educational topics and visits to the major media organizations partnering the award: The Vanguard (Nigeria); Le Monde de l’éducation, Le Monde interactif and RFI in Paris; The Times Educational Supplement and the BBC in London. 

The winners of the 2002 and 2003 competitions, who were invited to cover the Biennial Meeting, participated in the launch of the 2004 competition. Their representatives Sabrina Quirin (Mauritius) and John Eremu (Uganda), in their addresses to participants, recognized that their professional skills had been improved by participation in the competition and by the special attention given to education. 
Professor Alfred Opubor, coordinator of the ADEA Working Group on Communication for Education and Development, expressed the hope that the Akintola Fatoyinbo African Education Journalism Award would encourage the African press to join other stakeholders to promote quality education for all.
Before launching the 2004 competition, Minister Lehohla spoke of the essential role of journalists in informing and educating the public, as well as the responsibility they bear for the information they provide, the opinions they mould and the values they propagate. 

The 2004 competition is open to any article on education in English or French written by an African journalist and published in an African newspaper, weekly or other periodical. Articles must be received by the ADEA before April 1, 2004. An international jury, consisting of education specialists and journalists, will assess the articles and select the best four (two in English and two in French). As in the previous competitions, prize-winners will be invited to take part in a study tour. Winners of the first prize in each category will also receive the sum of 2,000 euros; second prize-winners will receive 1,000 euros.

About COMED

The idea behind the ADEA Working Group on Communication for Education and Development (COMED) is that information exchange and communication between partners are essential to the achievement of well-managed, efficient education systems and of quality education for all. 

 

COMED, which is based in Cotonou (Benin), receives financial support from the ADEA, the World Bank and the Norwegian Trust Fund for Education in Africa. It assists African governments in establishing institutions capable of designing and implementing high-quality information and communication programs. 

Convinced that the media play a key role in disseminating information, COMED attributes special importance to the training of African journalists interested in covering issues related to education and development. Since 1999, more than 200 journalists and communication officers from 30 countries have attended COMED workshops.

About ADEA

The ADEA was founded in 1988 to broaden and improve collaboration among the development agencies working in the field of African education. The Association was subsequently transformed into an organization aimed at strengthening the leadership capacities of African ministries in their cooperation with donors and to build a consensus between ministries and agencies on how to address the major issues facing education in Africa.

The activities of the ADEA focus on policy dialogue between the development partners. They are also aimed at building institutional capacity in Africa by developing technical skills, by establishing networks for information exchange and by sharing strategies, innovations and successful experiences.
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For further information, visit the ADEA Web site: www.ADEAnet.org 
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